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Get the most protein from your nitrogen. As we are add-
ing nitrogen to get both yield and protein from our for-
age, you need to be aware of a change that has happened 
in the past decade. The amount of sulfur being deposited 
from rainfall has fallen precipitously. In fact, if the field 
has not had manure the past year it is highly suggest-
ed that sulfur be added. A suggested rate is to apply 1 lb. 
of sulfur for every 10 lbs. of nitrogen. Urea mixed with 
ammonium sulfate will produce a 40-0-0-4S mix.  

At the Cornell Valatie Research farm in winter triticale 
where we added 115 lbs. of N/acre as urea, we got 14% 
crude protein. Right next to it, where we added only 100 
lbs. of N as ammonium sulfate; the winter forage pro-
duced 17–18% crude protein. This holds true with all 
grasses, cool season or the winter forage grains such as 
triticale.  

Total nitrogen needed for early boot stage silage 
should be 130-170 units per acre. Small grain silage can 
utilize dairy waste nutrients for part of its plant nutri-
tional needs. Manure applied in the spring after green up 
will leave a residue on the plant that will have a negative 
affect on fermentation and create an environment for 
clostridia growth.             

     
by Thomas Kilcer, Advanced Ag Sytems’s 

  
   

    

  

Friday, March 18th we will be hosting our 
seed pick-up event, you will be able to pick up 

your early order alfalfa, oats, and corn seed 
starting at 9am. 

We will be having hot sandwiches over the lunch 
hour while we load your order.                                              

It is not too late to early order any of your Alfalfa, 
Oats or Spring Forage needs. 

 

Kody Umble is here to help you with all your 
seed needs and recommendations for the planting 
season. We have seed oats, pasture grass mixes, 
orchard grass varieties to start with your new 
seedings. 

     2ND CHICK DAY! WEDNESDAY-MAY 11th ~ PLACE ORDERS BY MARCH 25th. 

    336 Winter Forage Triticale     

 Maximizing Protein with Nitrogen 

 Reduces dry matter losses by more than 40% 
per bale during storage. 
 Less risk of diseases from accidental ingestion 
of moldy silage by animals. 
 Yeast counts are reduced. 
 Better palatability and animal intake. 
 Less film per bale results in time saving and 
lower recycling costs. 
 Designed to be used in all bale wrapping sys-
tems, with round and square bales. 
 Almost 100x more effective at stopping oxygen 
than conventional bale wrap 
films of the same thickness. 

 CROPLAN SEED CORN &                                              
  WL ALFALFA  SEED PICK UP 

Benefits of  
SILOSTOP Bale Wrap Film  

NEW!!  SILOSTOP Bale Wrap Film                                           

It’s the world's first oxygen barrier bale wrap film.             

KIt is a thin (0.98 mil) film which prevents the entry of           

oxygen into the bale.  It can be used in exactly the same 

way as conventional 

PE bale wrap, with 

the same level of 

stretch and the same 

basic handling and 

storage conditions. 

 

     Good Friday, March 25th K&K Feeds, will be 

closing at 12 noon. Purina orders will need to be in 

on Wednesday for Thursday delivery. 



            ALFALFA  STAND  ESTABLISHMENT—PLAN AHEAD 

                YOU HAVE ONE CHANCE TO DO IT RIGHT!  

 The most critical time in the life and productivity of an  alfalfa stand is the seeding year, yet it can be the most over-

looked time in the life of the stand. Let’s review some fundamental aspects of starting an alfalfa stand. By now you 

should have taken a soil sample of the field you are planting and have applied lime and  fertilizer to correct the fertility 

and ph, this is the first step in starting any alfalfa or grass stand. 

Assuming the ground is to be tilled, the soil should be fine and the seedbed should be firm, which will allow the best 

opportunity for proper seed placement during the seed-to-soil contact.  Coarse textured or loose ground prevents 

some seeds from having uniform soil contact needed for optimum moisture absorption to promote germination.    

 After walking across a fine, firm seedbed you should be able to clearly see only the heel print and possibly the out-

line of your shoes, but they should not cut into the soil more than 1/4 an inch deep at any point.  If the heel imprint is 

any deeper, the field needs rolled again.  One tip when rolling a field prior to  seeding, do not drive the same pattern 

every time.  Vary your direction; start in the center instead of working side to side.  Once the seed has been planted, 

roll the field one more time, again varying the pattern vs. how the drill was seeding. 

Whether it is conventional planting or no-till alfalfa seeding– Have the drill been properly cleaned, maintained and 

calibrated so it is ready to plant the correct amount of seed per acre? 

No-tilling alfalfa seed into soybean fields or cover crops is also another method of starting a new-seeding.  But don’t 

forget, the same principles apply to the soil -to- seed contact when placing the seed. 

Here are some points to remember when no-tilling alfalfa seed: 

    • Start with a clean seed bed, use a burn down program that will not affect seed germination and remove winter   

       annual weeds or cover crops.  Don’t allow the cover crop to get too much spring growth, this will hinder your   

            seed-to-soil contact. 

   • Don’t bury the seed, 1/8 to 1/4 inch seed depth is deep enough to start germination. 

  Alfalfa Stands, Make Them Count 
As spring approaches quickly and alfalfa starts waking 

up from its winter dormancy, it’s a great time to check your 
stand health. While our winter has been mild, checking win-
ter survival is important to prepare for future management 
decisions.  

 

With lack of snow cover this winter to insulate the 
plant, root heaving is a potential issue. Start by looking in 
areas with the greatest potential to heave such as wheel 
tracks, compaction, and low, wet areas of the field. If these 
areas are okay, chances are the rest of your field is too.  

 

Winter kill is also a potential for us this season, as it 
can be caused by wet spells that freeze and cause ice 
buildup, suffocating the plant. Checking stand counts can be 
very helpful in preparing tonnage expectations from first 
cutting and planning for any field changes you may have to 
make.  

. When alfalfa growth is 4 to 6 inches in height, use stem 
counts (stems per square foot) as the preferred density 
measure. Consider replacing the stand if there are less than 
40 stems per square foot, and the crown and root health is 
poor.  

For questions or help with stand counts and field             
evaluations, contact at Kody Umble at 717-675-4592. 

 
A

. A No injury. Roots are solid white internally. Tillers are 
beginning to green and are solidly attached to the root. 

B
  B Moderate injury. Roots are solid and white but 

brown damaged areas occur in old tissue of the crown 
down to 1 to 2 inches. Growth beginning. With favorable 
growing conditions and a delayed first cutting, many of 
these plants may survive. 

C
C. 

Severe injury. Roots white on outside. Brown discol-
oration carries down in center of the root. The chances 
are not very good these plants will survive. 

D
.D 

Dead plants. Roots are discolored, mushy and partly 
rotted. Top growth can be readily pulled from the crown. 


